were rumors that Smith & Wes-

son was about to enter a new field by
bringing out a .22 cal. automatic target
pistal.

For about half a century after Smith
& Wesson entered the arms business,
tlie irrn made only revolvers. They en-
tered the singleshot target pistol field
with their Model 1891 built on the
frame of a single-action .38 cal. pocket
revolver. In one form, this gun was
furnished in a cased set containing the
revolver and a singleshot barrel. By re-
moving the hinge screw, the revolver
barrel and cylinder could be removed,
and the single-shot barrel substituted.
The barrel length was optional, as was
the caliber. The single-shot barrel could
be had in .22, .32, or 38 cal., and in
6%, 8", or 10" lengths. This gun has
been referred to as the First Model.

In 1906 the revolver and single-shot
combination was discontinued, and was
succeeded by the Second Model, which
was similar except that it was made in
.22 cal. and 107 ]'—i‘)arrel length only.

The Perfected Model

The third, or Perfected Model, ap-
peared in 1909. This was a .22 with 10"
barrel and sight radins, built on a
double-action revolver frame. Though
the double-action feature was useless on
a single-barrel target pistol, and some
users of the new gun spoke in nostalgic
terms of the old single-action Maodel
1891, the new gun was nevertheless
highly successful. I still own one of
these fine guns which I used when I was
shooting as a member of the Springfield
Revolver Club in the early 1920 In
the first big meet in which T used this
gun, I won 2 matches, placed second in
2, and third in another.

The Perfected Model was discon-
tinued in 1923, to make way for a new
single-shot target pistol which was de-
signed from the ground up instead of
being built on a revolver If:rarrm: as its

redecessors had been. This was the

W Straight Line Target Pistol. It had
a 10" barrel, 9% " sight radius, and was
made in .22 long nfle cal. only. This
single-shot pistol was shaped like an
automatic, and had the grip well ahead
of the rear end of the barrel. This gun,
though it embodied many features
asked for by target shooters, never did

AT the end of World War 11 there
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become popular. It had good imherent
accuracy when shot from a machine
rest, but did not produce the scores in
matches that the old Perfected Model
and the Model 1891 did. ;

The reason for this failure has never
been satisfactorily explained, but my
own experience with this gun makes
me think it was mostly a matter of bal-
ance. The gun is quite muzzle light, and
the grip is near the center of balance.

It seemed hard to hold steady on the
target.

This matter of balance may be clari-
fied if the reader will consider how it
feels to swing an ax when chopping
wood; then try to imagine how an ax
would feel if you grasped it by the
heavy end, or head, and tried to strike
a blow with the light end. The balance
is all wrong.

The S&W Straight Line Pistol was
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discontinued about 1936, and from that
time until 1957 there was no .22 target
pistol made by S&W.

The new Model 41 is not only a
target pistol, but it is also an automatic,
and that, too, is a field in which S&W
has not been too active. Revolvers have
always been their specialty, and still are,
but they made a pocket auntomatic

briefly, starting in 1913 with their 3%

cal. built on Clements’ patents pur-
chased by S&W in Europe. As this gun
used a special cartridge, it did not last
leng, and was superseded in 1924 by
the .32 cal., a very similar gun using the
standard and popular 32 ACP car
tridge. It was discontinued in 1937,

Origin of Model 41

The bearing that this has on the
matter of the new S&W Model 41 will
be seen from an account given to me by
C. R. Hellstrom, president of Smith &
Wesson, concerning the origin of the
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Top rear view of S&W
Model 41, Front and
rear sights are mounted
on one piece of metal,
the surface of which
has %" strip of dull-
finished serrated proow-
ing extending from rear
sight to front sight 1o
eliminate reflections
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SMITH & WESSON .22
AUTOMATIC PISTOL

*ARTS LEGEMD
Ma. Mg
6502 Borrel
6504 Barrel weight (light)
6505 Barrel weight (heavy)
6508 . Balr
6509 Bolt pin
6510 Muzzle broke
6511 Muzrzle broke serew
6605 Counterweight upper section
6606  Counterweight middle section
6607  Counterwaight lower section
G608  Counterweight nut
6609 Counterweight screw
6512 Extroclor
6513 Extracter plunger
6314  Extroctor spring
5513 Firing pin
651&  Firing pin spring
6518 Frame
6521 Guard
6522 Guord pin
6523 Hammer .
6595 Indicotor
6326 Indicator spring
6327 Magazine assembly
6528 Mogozina buttplate
6534 Mngu.zinn follower
6587 Maogarine pin
6538 Magazine spring
6339 Magazine spring plunger
6540 Maogozine tube
6529 Maogozine catch
6530 Maogezine catch nut
6041 Mogozine catch plunger
6069 Mogozine catch spring
6598 Mogozine disconnector ossembly
6535 Mogorine disconnector sprimg
6045  Moinspring
6542 Mainspring retainer
6537 Mainspring retoiner pin
6345  Moanval sofety assembly
6347  Manual safety spring plate
6586 Monual safety spring plate scraw
6348 Pawl
6549  Paowl cam
&550 Powl com plunmr
63531 Powl cam spring
&552 Pawl pin
6591 Poawl & trigger spring
6353  Reor sight
E413 Reor sight elevating nue
5104 Rear sight elevoting nut plunger
5103 Reor sight elevating nut plunger spring
6555 HRear sight elevating spring
6614 Rear sight elevating stud
6556 Reor sight pivet elip
6557  Reor sight pivet pin
G558 Reor sight slide
5105 Rear sight spring clip
6615 Rear sight windoge nut
6561 Rear sight windoge serew
3104  Rear sight windage screw plunger
5103 Rear sight windoge screw plunger spring
6563 Recoil spring
6564 Recail spring guide
6565 Sear
6543  Soar pin
6566 Sear spring
6368 Slide
G570 Slide stop (& sjector] assembly
6574 Stirrup
6575  Stirrup pin
&576  Siock—Ileft w/escuicheon
G577 Stock—right w/escuicheon nut
6379 Siock screw
G5B0 Trigger
6597 Trigger bor
6593 Trigger bar spring
6522 Trigger pin
6602 Trigger pull adjusting lever
6581 Trigger stop screw
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FIELD STRIPPING

Bl This constitutes adequate field stripping for normal clean-  slide to its rearward or open position by holding back  ©F
ing purposes. Reverse above procedure to reassemble.  while vou press upwards on the slide stop thumbpiece.
i Mote: After reassembling slide assembly to frame, lock This will facilitate reinstallation of the barrel assembly
a) Lock slide back b} Remove magazine ) Pull trigger guard down. Hold
i gun in position shown, so that barrel
2 assembly will not fall off
d) Lift off barrel assembly el Pull slide back and raise slightly f) Move slide assembly forward to

new gun. He said that when he took
over the management of Smith & Wes-
son in 1940, he made a survey of all the
company’s old model guns with a view
to scrapping those tools and designs
that had become obsolete. Among their
old toolings he found those of the .35
cal. automatic pistol mentioned above,
It occurred to him that S&EW might
dgain want to put out an automatic
pistol, and that this particolar design
would lend itself well to a 22 target
gun. They then set out to design such
a gun, and made up a Yl']n{- madel which
wils shown to a few selected pistol shots
at Camp Perry in 1941, where small-
bore and pisto] competitions were held
that vear, the last matches held until
after World War II. Quite probably
this is the reason for the designation
Model 41 on the new gun, as 1941
seems to have been the vear of its birth.

The pressure of war production caused
the company to drop this project for
the duration, but after tﬁings had
quicted down- it was revived, and the
gun was ready to be put into produc-
tion early in 1950. T first saw the Model
41 at the National Mid-Winter Pistol
Matches at Tampa that vear, when
Mr. Hellstrom showed it to me and
allowed me to shoot it on a secluded
part of the range. It.was, however, not
being shown to more than a very few
persons at that time.

The plans that had been made to get
this gun into production in 1950 again
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had to be shelved, this time becanse of
the outbreak of the war in Korea, and
no move was heard of it until March
1957, when Mr. Hellstrom again
showed the gun at the Tampa matches.
This time there was no secrecy sur-

rounding it. The new Maodel 417 auto- -

matic was out on the bench with the
rest of the S&W display, and all comers
were allowed to handle and try the gun
freely. We were told that production
would start in the summer, and that
guns would be in production in quan-
tity before the end of the year. As of
December 1957, guns are being pro-
duced in quantity, but the volume of
back orders is also quite large.

The new pistol, made for the .22
long rifle cartridge only, 15 a sleck and
rangy-looking job, whose appearance
tells at a glance that it is intended pri-
marily for target work. It is 12" long
overall with the muzzle brake m place.
The sight radius is 9-5/16", and the
rear sight is fully adjustable, with mi-
crometer click adjustments, for both
elevation and windage. Each click of
the elevation screw moves the point of
impact 3" on the target at 30 yds,
while each click of the windage screw
i5 worth 124" .at the same distance.
Figures for the shorter ranges arc in
proportion.

A feature of this gun which is in-
tended to appeal to the precision target
pistol shot is the fact that both front
and rear sights are mounted on the

complete disengagement

same piece of metal—the irrepular rec-
tangularly-shaped piece in w%ﬁuh the
barrel is formed. In the nomenclature
list furnished by S&W, this part is
called the barrel, but in the S&W in-
struction sheet it is also referved to as
the barrel assembly,

Mo relative sight movement

The fact that both sights are mounted
on one piece of metal completely elim-
inates any chance of relative movement
between the 2 sights due to the action
of the mechanism, which is always a
possibility when  the front sight is
mounted on the barrel and the rear
sight on the separate breechblock.

The sights are of the Patridge type,
with the front sight 6" wide and un-
dercut at the rear to avoid light reflec-
tions and give a clear-cut black surface.
The blade of the rear sight has a wide
rectangular notch, and i5 slanted back
at the same angle as the rear surface of
the front sight, and for the same pur-
pose. These sights are effective and
pleasant to use. The large size makes
them clear and easy to see, and the dull
matte surface positioned at the proper
slant to avoid any light reflection to
the rear gives an impression of black
velvet which is easy on the eyes and
definitely helps scores.

To minimize further any chance of
bothersome light reflections, the back
end of the rear sight block is serrated
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Combination revalver & single-shot target pistol unit as S&W originally offered it. Tt

consisted of the .38 cal. single-action revolver, Model 1891; 3 single-

ot barrel assemblies

chambered for .22 long rifle, 32 S&W, and .38 S&W respectively, plus a pair of over-
sized target stocks

and the rear surface of the slide and
frame and the top of the barel are
given a dull matte sand-blast  finish
which is very restful to the eyes. The
top of the bamel is ornamented by a
Yy wide strip of dull-finished serrated
grooving extending from the rear sight
to the front sight that gives the effect
of a matte rib. The front surface of the
trigger and the front strap of the gri
are also gmuvﬁ], The remaining meta

arts dre polished smooth and given the

autiful S&W “High Brght” blued
finish. The stock is of walnut, checkered
both on sides and back, with a thumb
shelf on the left and a shelf for the
trigger finger on the right. The overall
effect 15 rich and handsome.

Specifications give the barrel length
as 73" this includes the chamber,
which is just a bit over 3" long (78"
in 3 samples we measured) leaving the
actual rifled bore 654" long or perhaps
a couple of hundredths more. Rifling i
6 lands and grooves of approximately
equal width, with a right twist of 1
turn in 163%".

Ten-shot magazine

The magazine holds 10 rounds and
is ejected by pressing a button on the
left side just behind the trigger gnard.
There is a magazine safety to prevent
the gun being hred unless the magazine
is in place, the idea being to prevent
accidents caused by people thinking
they have unloaded the gun when they

18

have merely removed the magazine and
have left a cartridge in the chamber.
There is also a thumb safety on the
left side near the rear end of the frame,
and there is an automatic slide stop to
hold the breech: open after the last
cartridge is fired. The slide stop has a
thumb release on the left side just for-
ward of the thumb safety,

As it comes from the factory the gun
15 fitted with a muzzle brake as standard
equipment. This is made of aluminum
alloy, and weighs about Y2 oz It fils
over a portion of the barrel of reduced
diameter which extends 3&° forward of
the main portion, The muzzle brake is
held in PEIL‘C by a screw which fts a
threaded hole in a cylindrical counter-
weight, which in turn screws imto a
recess beneath the forward portion of
the barrel. The aluminum counter-
weight is #3” in diameter and 2-11/16"
long, and weighs 36 oz. A steel counter

weight weighing about 112 ozs. is
furnished as an option.

In this new target pistol, Smith &
Wesson has gone all-out to give the
precision pistol shooter full scope in
achieving a variation in balance to suit
any requirement. On the left side of the
barrel, 26.6 mm. or 1.05" from the rear
end of the muzzle brake, the owner will
see an index mark. [Most everyone wha
has seen the new gun has immediately
asked what that mark is for.) As an
option at about $15 extra cost, a com-
plicated but highly efficient set of
counterweights can be obtained to he
hung under the barrel in any one of 3
various positions to accomplish dif-
ferent types and degrees of change of
balance. The uppermost of these 3
counterweight sections weighs  about
7Y% ozs., and clamps over the rounded
bottom portion of the forward end of
the barrel assembly, 2 socket-headed
Allen-type cap screws being used for
this purpose. On the side of the counter-
weight upper section, just above the
Z screws, is a series of 13 graduations,
each .05" apart, which mate with the
index mark above mentioned. This
permits the counterweight upper sec-
tion to be shifted .6” forward or back,
and provides a means of recording the
position nsed.

On the bottom of this top weight
there is a groove which permits mount-
ing the counterweight middle section
of about 414 ozs. On the top edge of
the counterweight middle section is an
index mark, and mating with it is a
series of 6 marks each 12" apart at the
bottom edge of the counterweight up-
per section. On the bottom of the
middle weight is mounted the counter-
weight lower section of about 4 ozs,
but there is no provision for shifting
its position with regard to the one
directly above it. Both middle and
lower counterweight sections are held
on by Allen head cap screws reached
through holes in the bottom of the
counterweight lower section.

Thus, by adding pieces or taking
them away, the user can avail himself
of various combinations of weights up

The S&W Model 1891 single-shot 22 target pistol.
Mote the cylinder shield ears on the frame, per-
mitting the gun to be changed back to a revolver

if desired
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Gieneral Hatcher with his S&W Perfected

Model pistol

to 2 pound, and he can shift them to
place the center of gravity further to-
ward the muzzle or back toward the
grip. If the user likes a gun that bal-
ances like the old Strmight Line, near
the rear end, he can shift the weights
back. If he finds, as many do, that
better results are obtained with the
welghts out nearer the muzzle, it i3 anly
the work of an instant to place them
there and lock them in place with the
Allen wrench. The socket-headed cap
screws are size 10 with 32 threads per
inch, and the wrenches nsed with them
are 5/32" across Hats.

The trigger is 35" wide, and is grooved
to prevent slippage of the trigeer finger.
It is provided with an adjustable stop
to take up any excess motion as the
trigger lets go, This is in the form of a
hexagonal socket-type set screw, No. 6
size with 32 threads to the inch, and
#&" long, screwed into the trigger guard
just T:w:lg:'nd the point of the tngger.
The fact that the trigger guard hinges
down to dismount the pistol makes it
casy to get at this screw for any neces-
sary adjustments. The screw takes an
Allen-type  wrench  measuring  1/16”
across flats.

The trigger pull on the 3 guns we
have tested ran about 234 to 3 lbs. On
the first gun we received, a pre-produc-
tion sample, the trigger pull was excel-
lent, but on the next gun, an actual pro-
duction-line job, there was a slight creep
in the trigger. The third sample, also
from the production line, had a good
crisp pall,

A somewhat unusual item on this
gun, as far as .22 target pistols are con-
cemed, is the indicator to show when
the gun is cocked. This is a small pin
that protrudes to the rear through the
frame just above the crotch of the
shooter’s hand. When the hammer is
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The author's S&W Perfected Model single-shot
.22 target pistol just as he wsed il when shooting
as @ member of the Springfield Revolver Club in
the early 1920%s. This model had a 107 barrel on

down, this pin recedes into the frame
out of sight, but when the gun is cocked
the pin protrudes about 17167,

Takedown is simple

An attractive feature is the simplieity
of the takedown., To remove thcr])mrrel
for cleaning, simply draw the slide back
until it is %u:]d by the slide stop, then
pull the trigger guard down as far as it
will go and lift off the barrel assembly.
This 15 all that is necessary for ordinary
cleaning, but if it is desired to remove
the slide it is easily accomplished. First
remove the magazine, then pull the
slide back as far as it will go, lift the
rear end, and move the slide forward to
disengage it from the frame. This will
be made clear by refernng to the illus-
trations.

Various members of Tue RirLenan

shot target pistol

a double-action revolver frame

The S5&W Straight Line .22 single-

The .35 cal. S&W automatic pistol

Staff have done extensive test shooting
with the 3 samples of this gun that we
have had uruiruh[::. Irunctioning  has
been Hawless. So far, ne malfunctions
whatever have been encountered. Ejec-
tion is slightly forward and downward
to the right for noninterference with
the shooter on the next firing point.
The accuracy has been excellent, and the
gun seems particularly easy to get good
groups with. A common comment has
been ‘it shoots like a rifle’.

The people at S&W tell us that every
one of these guns is fired from a ma-
chine rest before acceptance, and that
all guns so far produced have shot into
a space no larger than the 10-ring of
the Standard American target at 50
vis, However, most guns are said to do
cven better than that, and half-inch
groups at 50 yds. from the machine rest
are said to be frequent.

We are looking forward to observing
the actual performance of this great
new target pistol on the mange during
the coming year. We do not believe it
will disappoint its admrers,

The gun, with muzzle brake attached
and with empty magazine, weighs 424
ozs. It sells for 110 ——  mm

. s
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